
April 13, 2023 
 
The Honorable Tammy Baldwin 
Chairwoman 
Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Subcommittee 
Washington, DC 20510 

 
 
The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito  
Ranking Member 
Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Subcommittee 
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Baldwin and Ranking Member Capito: 

We, the 281 undersigned organizations and individuals, want to express our sincere appreciation for the 

increased investments in Asian American, Native American, and Pacific-Islander Serving Institutions 

(AANAPISIs) in the final FY 2023 omnibus bill. The $18.59 million allocated to AANAPISIs in the bipartisan 

spending package represented a much-needed increase in funding over FY 2022 spending levels. While 

this increased investment marks an important step in rectifying the long standing underfunding in 

AANAPISIs, there is work that still needs to be done to ensure that AANAPISIs, and the students they 

support, are equitably funded. For instance, in 2022, 199 institutions were identified by the U.S. 

Department of Education as eligible AANAPISIs, but only 40 of those institutions received AANAPISI 

grants due to funding constraints. If Congress were to equitably fund all 199 eligible AANAPISIs at the 

same level as, for example, HSIs, the AANAPISI program would require an annual funding amount of 

$100 million. For this reason, for FY 2024 we urge you to appropriate funding for AANAPISIs at an 

equitable funding level of $100 million under the Higher Education Act Title III and Title V, Parts A and 

F combined. 

The value of AANAPISIs in the higher education of Asian American and Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander 

(AANHPI) students cannot be overstated. From a purely statistical standpoint, AANAPISIs enroll over 

40% of all AANHPI undergraduates, though they only account for around 6% of degree granting 

institutions in the U.S. Furthermore, AANAPISIs confer almost 50% of associate degrees and 40% of 

baccalaureate degrees of all AANHPI students. In addition to high enrollment numbers, many AANAPISIs 

also offer holistic supports to AANHPI students who are often low-income and first generation students 

with myriad needs. For example, AANAPISI grant recipients provide culturally relevant support 

networks, promote community-based engagement, and create safe spaces for AANHPI students on 

campus. These targeted efforts have contributed to an increased sense of belonging for AANHPI learners 

at AANAPISIs, and overall higher retention and degree attainment rates relative to their non-participant 

peers. 

Despite their marked benefits on the AANHPI student experience, AANAPISIs have been severely 

underfunded since their inception in 2007. The underfunding of AANAPISIs is particularly problematic 

when viewed in conjunction with recent demographic and social trends within the United States. 

AANHPI are among the fastest growing minority populations in the country and are incredibly diverse - 

comprising more than 48 ethnic groups and spoken languages. The population growth has also 

translated to enrollment, as data from the U.S. Department of Education demonstrates that AANHPI 



enrollment in postsecondary institutions has grown by more than 40% since 2000. Meanwhile, as the 

number of AANHPI students entering postsecondary institutions has risen, AANHPI learners have also 

faced an increase in xenophobia and hate crimes due to COVID-19, which has been shown to negatively 

impact their mental health and sense of belonging. By increasing funding for AANAPISIs, more 

institutions will be able to provide programming to adequately address the unique academic, linguistic 

and mental health needs of a growing number of AANAPI students. 

We hope Congress will continue to strengthen support for AANAPISIs by providing $100 million in the FY 

2024 appropriations bill. We feel that with these investments we can ensure that many more 

underserved AANAPI students are afforded an equitable learning experience. Thank you for your time 

and consideration of this request. If you have any questions, please reach out to APIA Scholars at 

AANAPISI@APIAScholars.org. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
[undersigned individuals and organizations] 
 
 
Note: Institutional affiliations are for identification purposes only. The individuals listed on this letter are 
signing in their personal capacity rather than as official representatives of their affiliated organization. 
 

 

* indicates an eligible AANAPISI 

 

Alaska 

Tammalivis Salanoa, BA 

Program Assistant, TRIO Student Support Services 

University of Alaska Anchorage 

 

American Samoa 

Rosevonne Pato, EdD 

President 

American Samoa Community College* 

 

Arizona 

Evans Baker, MS, ATR 

PsyD Student 

Northern Arizona University 

 

Finneas Wong, BA 

Student 

Arizona State University 

 

 



Arkansas 

Nidhi Munjal 

Vice President, Supplier Development 

Walmart 

 

California 

Adriana Regalado, MS 

HSI-Puente Counselor 

Berkeley City College* 

 

Andrew Soliz, BA 

Program Specialist 

Mission College* 

 

Angélica Garcia, EdD 

President 

Berkeley City College* 

 

Arlene Daus-Magbual, EdD 

Assistant Professor 

San Francisco State University* 

 

Ashley Flores, MA 

Counselor 

De Anza College* 

 

Bella Nguyen 

Clinical Research Coordinator 

UCSD Health 

 

Brandon Yanari, MA 

Director of Outreach and Recruitment 

Evergreen Valley College* 

 

Caressa Nguyen, BA 

Executive Director 

Sacred Lands, Native Hands 

 

Cecile Bhang, PhD 

Assistant Professor 

Sonoma State University 

 

 

 



Char Perlas, PhD 

Superintendent/President 

College of the Siskiyous 

 

Christina Taing, MS 

Counselor 

Berkeley City College* 

 

Cynthia Taing, MS 

Counseling Faculty 

Laney College* 

 

David Lee, EdD 

Director, AANAPISI Program 

Laney College* 

 

Debra Kawahara, PhD 

Distinguished Professor 

Alliant International University 

 

Demeturie Toso-Lafaele Gogue, MEd, MA 

PhD Candidate 

University of California, Los Angeles 

 

Dhema Mahajan, MS 

 

Dyrell Foster, EdD 

President 

Las Positas College* 

 

Edwin Tiongson, MA 

Professor of Communication Studies 

Irvine Valley College* 

 

Eunice Kwon, MCP 

Director, Asian Pacific American Student Development Office 

University of California, Berkeley 

 

Eun Suh Lee 

High School Senior 

John Marshall High School 

 

 

 



Fanny Yeung, PhD 

Associate Vice President, Institutional Effectiveness & Research 

California State University, East Bay* 

 

Flora Zhao, MA 

VP, Client Partner 

IW Group Inc. 

 

Grace A. Chen, PhD 

Psychologist 

Independent Practice 

 

Hnou Lee, MS 

Advising & Outreach Coordinator, Full Circle Project 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Jacqueline Toy, MS 

Associate Director, Weber Honors College 

San Diego State University* 

 

Jane Ishibashi, MLIS 

Librarian 

Fullerton College* 

 

Janelle Gayac 

Pacific Islander Asian American (PIAA) Program Engagement & Admissions Coordinator 

California State University, East Bay* 

 

Jasmine Michelle Nguyen, MA 

Research Associate, EdInsights Center 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Jeannie Celestial, PhD, MSW 

Licensed Psychologist 

Asian American Psychological Association, Division on Filipinx Americans 

 

Jennifer Yang, MSEd 

Program Coordinator, Full Circle Project 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Joe Mazares 

President 

Council of Philippine American Organizations (COPAO) 

 



Juliana Wong, MEd 

Director of College Opportunity 

AAMPLIFY, Inc 

 

Kare’l Lokeni, MS 

Counselor 

Long Beach City College* 

 

Karen Chow, PhD 

English, Asian American Studies & Women’s Studies Faculty & English Department Chair 

De Anza College* 

 

Katelyn Thang, BSPH 

Student 

Irvine Valley College* 

 

Ken Songco, MPA 

Director of Student Equity and Success 

Mission College* 

 

Kevin A. Gee, EdD 

Associate Professor, School of Education 

University of California, Davis* 

 

Kevin Chen, BS 

Content Production Specialist 

Hawk Ridge Systems 

 

Koko Nishi, PsyD 

Clinical Psychologist 

San Diego State University* 

 

Kosom Seika Sin, BA 

Success Coach, APIDA Hawks Program 

Cosumnes River College* 

 

Leland Simpliciano 

Director 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Linda Akutagawa 

President & CEO 

LEAP (Leadership Education for Asian Pacifics) 

 



Lusyna Kim Narvaez, MA 

Program Specialist 

Mission College* 

 

Maria Tran, MS 

Counselor 

Fullerton College* 

 

Marilyn Garcia, MA 

Graduate Student 

University of California, Irvine* 

 

Mark Bounpraseuth-Hao, MS 

Financial Aid Coordinator 

Fullerton College* 

 

Mark Katayama, PhD 

Manager-Workforce Development 

Foundation for California Community Colleges 

 

Mark Sanchez, EdD 

Superintendent/President 

Southwestern College* 

 

Melissa Infusino 

Interim Vice President 

Long Beach City College* 

 

Melissa Matavai Alailefaleula Aliu, MS 

Counseling Faculty, Mana 

College of San Mateo* 

 

Melissa-Ann Nievera-Lozano, PhD 

Professor, Ethnic Studies 

Evergreen Valley College* 

 

Naomi Querubin Abesamis, EdD 

Director of Student Life and Leadership 

Fullerton College* 

 

Nancy Kim, MA 

Executive Director, Resource Centers 

University of California, Santa Cruz* 

 



Nancy Lee 

Chief of Staff and EVP, International Business Ops 

Disney  

 

Nhat Pham 

Student 

University of California San Diego* 

 

Nicole Kalani Apana, BA 

Medical Student 

University of California, San Francisco 

 

Nita Tewari, PhD 

Founder/President 

SITARA Psychology Center 

 

Nkauj Iab Yang 

Executive Director 

California Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander American Affairs 

 

Noah Lau Branson, PsyD 

Clinical Psychologist 

Noah Lau Branson, PsyD 

 

Paula Hoàng, MA 

Talent Acquisition Specialist 

Qualcomm 

 

Rabia Khan, MS 

Career Readiness Program Coordinator, Career Center 

Fullerton College* 

 

Rachel Denoncourt 

Administrative Assistant 

California State Polytechnic Institute, Humboldt 

 

Raiida Thompson, MA 

Program Analyst 

Mission College* 

 

Rau Pasamonte, MA 

Director, AANAPISI 

Cosumnes River College* 

 



Rene Gutierrez, MS 

AANAPISI Project Director 

California State University, Long Beach* 

 

Robert (Bobby) Nakamoto, EdD 

Dean, Social Sciences 

Chabot College* 

 

Robert Teranishi, PhD 

Professor 

University of California, Los Angeles 

 

Rosanna Thai-Unitt, MS 

Therapist Associate 

Kaiser Permanente 

 

Rosie Kar, PhD 

Adjunct Faculty, Ethnic Studies Faculty 

Fullerton College* 

 

Rowena M. Tomaneng, EdD 

President 

San Jose City College* 

 

Sachi Inoue, PhD 

Director of Adult Outpatient Clinic 

RAMS, Inc. 

 

Shalom Jamena 

APIA Scholar Alumni 

 

Sharon Quach, MA 

APASS 

Laney College* 

 

Skyler Barton, MS 

Counselor 

Berkeley City College* 

 

Stephanie Yu, MA 

Clinical Psychology PhD Candidate 

University of California, Los Angeles 

 

 



Supriya Misra, ScD 

Assistant Professor of Public Health 

San Francisco State University* 

 

Susan Cuong, MS 

Counselor 

Berkeley City College* 

 

Thao Tran, MS 

Counselor 

San Jose City College*  

 

Timothy Fong, PhD 

Professor 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Toby Rosen, MA 

Effects Artist 

Dreamworks 

 

Tomoko Ha, MBA 

Principal 

TKO Consulting 

 

Colorado 

Elisabeth Ostly, MS 

Principal- Sec Risk Management 

Verizon 

 

Julia Wall 

Mechanical Engineering Student 

 

Krystle Canare 

Deputy Director 

National Asian American Pacific Islander Mental Health Association 

 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

Alexis Cabrera-Manglona, MA 

Program Manager II 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Andrew Jason P. Mendiola 

Administrative Assistant III, Nursing Department 

Northern Marianas College* 



 

Charlotte Cepeda, MA 

Dean of Student Support Services 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Daisy P. Manglona-Propst, BA 

Director of Financial Aid 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Ejay Aguirre, AA 

Student 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Galvin Deleon Guerrero, EdD 

President 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Johnson Atalig 

Counselor/Adjunct Professor 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Kaelani Demapan, MA 

Director of Project PROA 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Kevin Bautista 

Executive Director to the President 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Kyanna Tenorio, MS 

Program Manager 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

 

Malyssa Q. Castro 

Student Support Counselor, PROA Pathway Partnership 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Maria Aguon, MA 

Executive Director 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

 

 



Maria Dizon, MPH 

Community Health Fellow 

American Public Health Association 

 

Matthew Pastula, MEd, MLIS 

Library Director 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Roy Alegre, BA 

Career Counselor 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Vilma Reyes, MS 

Director, Office of Institutional Effectiveness 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Vincent Fajardo 

Vice President, Phi Theta Kappa 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Connecticut 

Gene Chasin 

President Emeritus 

Community Catalyst Partners 

 

Florida 

Annie Wofford, PhD 

Assistant Professor 

Florida State University 

 

Jefferson Li 

APIA Scholar 

University of Central Florida 

 

Rajesh Rajendran, MIS 

Senior Engineer Consultant Cloud 

Verizon 

 

Shaye Kiyoko Benfield, BA 

Lead Project Management Specialist- Global Project Management 

Verizon 

 

 

 



Georgia  

Vatsal Trvedi, BSME 

Software Engineer 

CharterUp 

 

Guam 

Aileen Artero, PMBA 

Senior Student Academic Counseling Specialist 

University of Guam* 

 

Arline Leon Guerrero, MEd 

Interim Associate Dean & Registrar 

University of Guam* 

 

Kathleen A. Moots, PhD 

Interim Associate Dean, College of Natural & Applied Sciences 

University of Guam* 

 

Katrina Perez, MS 

Executive Director 

University of Guam Endowment Foundation 

 

Lawrence F. Camacho, EdD 

Dean of Enrollment Management and Student Success 

University of Guam* 

 

Mark Duarte, MPA 

Director / Financial Aid Office 

University of Guam* 

 

Mary A.Y. Okada, EdD 

President/CEO 

Guam Community College* 

 

Mary Therese F. Cruz 

Interim Associate Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences 

University of Guam* 

 

McEllie Garcia 

Student 

University of Guam* 

 

 

 



Rowena T. Andrade 

Director, TRIO-Upward Bound 

University of Guam 

 

Sallie Sablan, MA 

Senior Academic Advising Specialist with ADA Specialization 

University of Guam* 

 

Thomas W. Krise, PhD 

President 

University of Guam* 

 

Venus Ituralde, MSCP 

Student Behavioral Counseling Supervisor 

University of Guam* 

 

Hawaiʻi 

Ardis Eschenber, PhD 

Chancellor 

Windward Community College* 

 

Barbara Bostwick, MA 

Retired 

University of Hawai’i at Hilo* 

 

Brandon Marc Higa, JD 

Director of Resource Development / Title III Project Director 

Kapi‘olani Community College* 

 

Carrie B. Mospens, MA 

Interim Dean 

Hawaiʻi Community College* 

 

Charles Sasaki 

Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 

Windward Community College* 

 

Christine Quemuel, PhD 

Assistant Vice Provost for Diversity & Inclusion 

University of Hawaiʻi at Manoa* 

 

Frankie Harriss, EdD 

Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 

Kaua‘i Community College* 



Katherine J. Parpana, MA 

Director of Strategic Asian and Pacific Islander Retention Initiative 

University of California, Davis* 

 

Kimo Kippen 

Founder 

Aloha Learning Advisors, LLC 

 

Lisa Fukumitsu, MS 

Student Success Coordinator 

Hawaiʻi Community College* 

 

Misimatoka Tuamasaga Unutoa, BSE Candidate 

Student, Mechanical Engineering 

University of Hawaiʻi at Manoa* 

 

Rachel Kaleimaile Galarita, MA 

STEM Outreach Coordinator 

Kapi‘olani Community College* 

 

Rachel Solemsaas, EdD 

Chancellor 

Hawaiʻi Community College* 

 

Illinois 

Aanya Sood, BS 

Student 

University of Illinois Chicago*  

 

Ainna Flaminia, MPH, RN 

Graduate Assistant 

University of Illinois Chicago* 

 

Alyson Kung 

Assistant Director of Education and Outreach, Asian American Resource and Cultural Center 

University of Illinois Chicago* 

 

Amy Vongonh, BS 

Student 

University of Illinois Chicago* 

 

Anna Guevarra, PhD 

Founding Director and Associate Professor, Global Asian Studies 

University of Illinois Chicago* 



 

Asian Americans Advancing Justice | Chicago 

 

Celeste Aguirre, LSW, MPH 

Program Assistant, Asian American Resource and Cultural Center 

University of Illinois Chicago* 

 

Christine Wong 

Student 

University of Illinois Chicago* 

 

Clare Kim, PhD 

Assistant Professor 

University of Illinois Chicago* 

 

Faith George, BS 

Student 

University of Illinois Chicago* 

 

Faith Le, JD 

Student, President of APALSA 

University of Illinois Chicago* 

 

Gayatri Reddy, PhD 

Associate Professor 

University of Illinois Chicago* 

 

Jae Jin Pak, BS 

Coordinator of Community Engagement, Institute on Disability & Human Development 

University of Illinois Chicago* 

 

Jemila Burton, BA 

Customer Service Representative 

CCSAA 

 

Karen Su, PhD 

AANAPISI PI and Project Director 

University of Illinois Chicago* 

 

Mark Martell, PhD 

Executive Director, Asian American Resource and Cultural Center 

University of Illinois Chicago* 

 

 



Mary Anne Mohanraj, PhD 

Clinical Associate Professor, English and Global Asian Studies 

University of Illinois Chicago* 

 

Nancy Liu, BS 

Student 

University of Illinois Chicago* 

 

Shayna Oshita, PhD 

Clinical Assistant Professor 

University of Illinois Chicago* 

 

Viraj Patel, MEd 

 

Indiana 

Bruce David Ray, PhD 

Associate Scientist (Retired) 

Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI) 

 

Kansas 

Anna Angelika Castillo, BSN 

ICU Registered Nurse 

Overland Park Regional Medical Center 

 

Maryland  

Scott Loretan, MBA 

Global Head Data & Digital: Performance & Strategy 

Sodexo 

 

Massachusetts  

Amanda Kwong, BS 

Software Engineer 

GoDaddy 

 

Cherry Lim, MA 

Program Director 

University of Massachusetts Lowell* 

 

Leslie Wong, MS 

Dean of Equity & Inclusion 

University of Massachusetts Lowell* 

 

 

 



Philip J. Sisson, MA 

President 

Middlesex Community College* 

 

Sara Boxell Hoang, PhD 

AANAPISI Director 

University of Massachusetts Boston* 

 

Minnesota 

Cynthia Pham 

Undergraduate Student 

University of Minnesota* 

 

Ethan Nhim, BA 

Student 

University of Minnesota-Twin Cities* 

 

May yer Thao 

President and CEO 

Hmong National Development 

 

Nancy Xiong, MA 

Economic and Community Development Leader 

Hmong American Partnership 

 

Mississippi 

Justin Hogenauer 

Pilot Trainee 

U.S. Air Force  

 

Nevada 

B Sai Siddhartha, MS 

Graduate Assistant 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas* 

 

Blanca Rincón, PhD 

Associate Professor of Higher Education 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas* 

 

Christine Almendras, BA 

Graphic Designer 

Estipona Group 

 

 



Destiny Lopez 

Consultant 

Davidson Institute 

 

Federick Ngo, PhD 

Assistant Professor 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas*  

 

Florian Vallecillo 

Student 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas* 

 

Gloria Wong-Padoongpatt, PhD 

Assistant Professor 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas* 

 

Jacob Davis 

Server 

Grand Sierra Resort  

 

Jessica Ann Carr, MEd 

PhD Student 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas* 

 

Kristine Jan Cruz Espinoza, MEd 

PhD Student 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas* 

 

Lucky Heng 

Technology Assistance, College of Education 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas* 

 

Luis M. Valencia, BA 

Masters Student 

University of Nevada, Reno 

 

Mickey Rosal 

Financial Analyst 

Sierra Space 

 

Pamela Galinta, BS 

 

 

 



Richard Bach, BA 

Asian Pacific Islander Association 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas* 

 

Richard Chang, MA 

Doctoral Student 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas* 

 

Rose Ann Rico Eborda Gutierrez, PhD 

Assistant Professor of Equity and Diversity in Education 

University of Nevada, Reno 

 

Tovah Gordo, MEd 

Graduate Research Assistant 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas* 

 

New Hampshire 

Betty Tran, MS, MBA 

MBA Student 

Dartmouth College, Tuck School of Business 

 

New Mexico 

Kevin Yabes, MS, APCC 

PhD Candidate, Counseling Psychology 

New Mexico State University 

 

New Jersey 

Abhinav Soni, MS 

Manager 

Verizon 

 

Andrew Datu, MBA 

Marketing Manager 

Verizon 

 

Angela Daurio, aPHR 

Executive Admin 

Verizon 

 

Jude Paul Matias Dizon, PhD 

Assistant Professor of Higher Education 

Rutgers University 

 

 



Ty Zhou, MA 

Academic Advisor 

Drew University 

 

Vishal Puri, MBA 

Manager 

Verizon 

 

New York 

Caitlin Ho, MS 

Program Director 

Hunter College* 

 

Christopher Lu 

Student 

University of Rochester 

 

Dorothy Liu, BA 

Researcher 

ICON 

 

Erica Chen 

Student 

Columbia University 

 

Linh, BA 

Senior Salesforce Admin 

The Mom Project  

 

Mahnoor Ali, BA 

Program Coordinator 

Arab American Family Support Center 

 

Matthea Marquart, MSSW 

Assistant Dean, Online Education 

Columbia University School of Social Work 

 

North Carolina 

Celestine Dugay 

Sr. Representative- VCG 

Verizon 

 

 

 



Oklahoma 

Asya Yanchinova, MA 

Analyst 

Verizon 

 

Oregon 

Bruce Julian, BS 

Lead Engineer 

Nike 

 

Cynthia Gomez, MFA 

Director, Community & Civic Impact 

Portland State University* 

 

Harold McNaron, MS 

Teaching, Learning, and Engagement Associate 

Portland State University* 

 

Hiroshi Mokudai 

Director, Global Brand Planning 

Nike 

 

Jennifer Ano-Marshall 

Executive Assistant 

Nike 

 

Kenny Chung, BS 

TA 

Nike 

 

Lauren Berger, PhD 

Assistant Professor of Psychological Sciences 

University of Portland* 

 

Linda Mai-Lotti, BS 

Sr. Creative Director 

Nike 

 

Michaela Sison 

Engineering Director 

Nike 

 

 

 



Rohini Puri-Bose, PhD 

Assistant Professor 

Pacific University* 

 

Stacie Taniguchi, MEd 

Assistant Director, Disability Resource Center 

Portland State University* 

 

Palau 

O’Keef R. Kokichi 

Student Trustee 

Palau Community College* 

 

Patrick U. Tellei, EdD 

President 

Palau Community College* 

 

Pennsylvania 

Dieu Truong, PhD 

Psychology Fellow 

Children’s Hospital Of Philadelphia 

 

Khine Arthur, PhD 

President & CEO 

Asian American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Philadelphia 

 

Republic of the Marshall Islands 

Jemimah Razalan, MEd 

Associate Dean of Learning Support 

College of the Marshall Islands* 

 

Texas 

Alice J Lee, Master of Design 

Associate Professor and Graduate Co-Director, MFA Communication Design 

Texas State University 

 

Ashish Kilam, MBA 

Principal Engineer- Full Stack 

Verizon 

 

Jase Kugiya, MSW 

Research Assistant 

The University of Texas at Austin* 

 



Rashmi Adhikari, BA 

Student 

Concordia University 

 

Utah 

Feli Anne Hipol, MPH, PhD(c) 

Health Program Specialist, Graduate Student 

University of Utah 

 

Virginia 

Andrew Choi, MS 

GTA 

Virginia Tech* 

 

Brandy Respess, MA 

Academic Advisor 

Virginia Tech* 

 

Chunmei Wu, MA 

Senior Accountant 

Virginia Tech* 

 

Deep Datta, BS 

Student, Teaching Assistant, Researcher 

Virginia Tech* 

 

Ellery Huffman 

Marketing Coordinator 

Virginia Teach Moss Arts Center* 

 

Gia Hoang Ha, BS 

Graduate Student 

Virginia Tech* 

 

Guoliang Liu, PhD 

Associate Professor 

Virginia Tech* 

 

Jane Park 

Undergraduate Student 

Virginia Tech* 

 

 

 



Janine Joseph, PhD 

2022-23 Dean’s Distinguished Visiting Scholar 

Virginia Tech* 

 

Julia Place 

Student 

Virginia Tech* 

 

Kelsey Jennings 

Graduate Research Assistant 

Virginia Tech* 

 

Minhyuk Ko 

Graduate Student 

Virginia Tech* 

 

Priyanka Bose, BSc 

PhD Candidate 

Virginia Tech* 

 

Sarthak Deshmukh, MS 

Graduate Student 

Virginia Tech* 

 

Shane-Justin K. Nu'uhiwa, MA 

Assistant Director for Care and Advocacy 

Virginia Tech* 

 

Shannon Shastry, EdD 

Associate Director of Advocacy Services 

Virginia Tech* 

 

Sonal Sathe 

PhD Student 

Virginia Tech* 

Sophia L. Minor, MA 

Admissions Diversity Counselor 

Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine 

 

Teresa Wilson, MAEd 

Graduate Student 

Virginia Tech* 

 

 



Wesley Woo 

PhD Student 

Virginia Tech* 

 

Washington 

Ha Nguyen, MA 

Vice President- Equity, Diversity & Inclusion 

Green River College* 

 

Hans Yang, MBA 

General Manager 

Microsoft 

 

Jianyi Du 

Undergraduate Student 

University of Washington* 

 

Katherine Coelho, MEd 

Associate Director of Advising & AANAPISI Program 

South Seattle College* 

 

May Toy Lukens, MBA 

MSI Independent Program Evaluator 

 

Rosannette Rimando-Chareunsap, EdD 

Interim Chancellor 

Seattle Colleges District 

 

Yu Chak Sunny Ho, PhD 

Licensed Psychologist 

Interconnections Healing Center 

 

Washington, District of Columbia 

Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC 

 

Cindy Luo 

Senior Programs Associate 

APIA Scholars 

 

Jacinta Titialii Abbott, JD 

Board Member 

APIA Scholars 

 

Institute for Higher Education Policy (IHEP) 



 

Jeff Luong, MBA 

APIA Scholars 

 

Jhenai Chandler, PhD 

Director of College Completion 

The Institute of College Access and Success 

 

Julie Ajinkya, PhD 

SVP & Chief Strategy Officer 

APIA Scholars 

 

Kylie Stamm, MA 

Director of Development 

APIA Scholars 

 

Lasamee Kettavong, MA 

Communications Fellow 

Laotian American National Alliance 

 

Michael Tanaka, BA 

Policy Fellow 

Japanese Americans Citizen League (JACL) 

 

Michelle Cohenour, EdD 

Chief of Staff and VP of Strategy 

APIA Scholars 

 

Nehanda Tankasala 

Senior Fellow 

National Council of Asian Pacific Americans (NCAPA) 

 

Noel Harmon, PhD 

President 

APIA Scholars 

 

Patricia Griffith, MEd 

Founder, Owner, & Principal Experience Curator 

Experiences on Demand, LLC 

 

Pooneh Butler, MBA 

Board Member 

APIA Scholars 

 



Satra D. Taylor, MA 

Director of Higher Education and Workforce Policy 

Young Invincibles 

 

Sierra Lloyd, MPA 

Director of Scholarships and Programs 

APIA Scholars 

 

Sina Uipi, BA 

Policy Associate 

Empowering Pacific Islanders (EPIC) 

 

Stacy Lewis 

Associate Vice President of Development 

APIA Scholars 

 

Wisconsin 

Emily F Thao 

Student 

University of Wisconsin- Madison 

 

Erika Frost, MA 

Doctoral Candidate 

University of Wisconsin- Madison 

 

Zoua Lor, BA 

Doctoral Student 

University of Wisconsin- Madison 

 

Other 

Susan Amato, MA 


