
  
  

Asian and Pacific Islander American Scholars (APIA Scholars)  
 
 
June 6, 2023 
 
The Honorable Tammy Baldwin 
Chairwoman 
Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Subcommittee 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito  
Ranking Member 
Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Subcommittee 
Washington, DC 20510 
 

 
 
 
The Honorable Robert Aderholt  
Chairman  
House Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Subcommittee 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Rosa DeLauro  
Ranking Member  
House Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Subcommittee 
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Baldwin, Ranking Member Capito, Chairman Aderholt and Ranking Member DeLauro: 

We, the 548 undersigned organizations and individuals, want to express our sincere appreciation for the 

increased investments in Asian American, Native American and Pacific Islander Serving Institutions 

(AANAPISIs) in the final FY 2023 omnibus bill. The $18.59 million allocated to AANAPISIs in the bipartisan 

spending package represented a much-needed increase in funding over FY 2022 spending levels. While 

this increased investment marks an important step in rectifying the long standing underfunding in 

AANAPISIs, there is work that still needs to be done to ensure that AANAPISIs, and the students they 

support, are equitably funded. For instance, in 2022, 199 institutions were identified by the U.S. 

Department of Education as eligible AANAPISIs, but only 40 of those institutions received AANAPISI 

grants due to funding constraints. If Congress were to equitably fund all 199 eligible AANAPISIs at the 

same level as, for example, HSIs, the AANAPISI program would require an annual funding amount of 

$100 million. For this reason, for FY 2024 we urge you to appropriate funding for AANAPISIs at an 

equitable funding level of $100 million under the Higher Education Act Title III and Title V, Parts A and 

F combined. 

The value of AANAPISIs in the higher education of Asian American and Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander 

(AANHPI) students cannot be overstated. From a purely statistical standpoint, AANAPISIs enroll over 

40% of all AANHPI undergraduates, though they only account for around 6% of degree granting 

institutions in the U.S. Furthermore, AANAPISIs confer almost 50% of associate degrees and 40% of 



 
 

baccalaureate degrees of all AANHPI students. In addition to high enrollment numbers, many AANAPISIs 

also offer holistic supports to AANHPI students who are often low-income and first generation students 

with myriad needs. For example, AANAPISI grant recipients provide culturally relevant support 

networks, promote community-based engagement, and create safe spaces for AANHPI students on 

campus. These targeted efforts have contributed to an increased sense of belonging for AANHPI learners 

at AANAPISIs, and overall higher retention and degree attainment rates relative to their non-participant 

peers. 

Despite their marked benefits on the AANHPI student experience, AANAPISIs have been severely 

underfunded since their inception in 2007. The underfunding of AANAPISIs is particularly problematic 

when viewed in conjunction with recent demographic and social trends within the United States. 

AANHPI are among the fastest growing minority populations in the country and are incredibly diverse - 

comprising more than 48 ethnic groups and spoken languages. The population growth has also 

translated to enrollment, as data from the U.S. Department of Education demonstrates that AANHPI 

enrollment in postsecondary institutions has grown by more than 40% since 2000. Meanwhile, as the 

number of AANHPI students entering postsecondary institutions has risen, AANHPI learners have also 

faced an increase in xenophobia and hate crimes due to COVID-19, which has been shown to negatively 

impact their mental health and sense of belonging. By increasing funding for AANAPISIs, more 

institutions will be able to provide programming to adequately address the unique academic, linguistic 

and mental health needs of a growing number of AANAPI students. We ask for this increase in federal 

appropriations and under no circumstances should Congress move backwards on the historic 

investments made in AANHPI students that we have secured in recent years.  

We hope Congress will continue to strengthen support for AANAPISIs by providing $100 million in the FY 

2024 appropriations bill. We feel that with these investments we can ensure that many more 

underserved AANAPI students are afforded an equitable learning experience. Thank you for your time 

and consideration of this request. If you have any questions, please reach out to APIA Scholars at 

AANAPISI@APIAScholars.org. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
[undersigned individuals and organizations] 
 
 
Note: Institutional affiliations are for identification purposes only. The individuals listed on this letter are 
signing in their personal capacity rather than as official representatives of their affiliated organization. 
 

 

* indicates an eligible AANAPISI 
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Alaska 

Tammalivis Salanoa, BA 

Program Assistant, TRIO Student Support Services 

University of Alaska Anchorage 

 

American Samoa 

Gertrude Iuli Sala, EdD 

Educator 

American Samoa Community College* 

 

Rosevonne Pato, EdD 

President 

American Samoa Community College* 

 

Arizona 

Evans Baker, MS, ATR 

PsyD Student 

Northern Arizona University 

 

Finneas Wong, BA 

Student 

Arizona State University 

 

Kenneth Importante, MA  

Director, Asian Pacific American Student Affairs 

University of Arizona 

 

William B. O'Neill, AA 

Student 

Arizona State University 

 

Arkansas 

J. Judd Harbin, PhD 

Dean of Students 

Northwest Arkansas Community College 

 

Nidhi Munjal 

Vice President, Supplier Development 

Walmart 

 



 
 

California 

Adriana Regalado, MS 

HSI-Puente Counselor 

Berkeley City College* 

 

Ailene Crakes, PhD 

Dean, Student Development 

San Diego Mesa College*  

 

Alex Villafuerte 

Executive Director 

Pacific Arts Movement 

 

Alexi Balaguer 

Senior Student Services Assistant 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Alexia Theresa Pimentel, MSEd 

Program Advisor, Doctoral Program in Education 

California State University, Fresno* 

 

Alfred Flores, PhD 

Professor 

Harvey Mudd College 

 

Alice Vue 

Student 

California State University, Sacramento 

 

Alyna Lu, BA 

Student 

Stanford University 

 

Amber Alatorre, MA 

Counselor, Professor 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Andrew Soliz, BA 

Program Specialist 

Mission College* 

 

Angélica Garcia, EdD 

President 

Berkeley City College* 



 
 

 

Anh Le, MEd 

Coordinator, Asian Pacific Islander, Cross Cultural Centers 

California State University, Los Angeles* 

 

Anthony Amboy 

Director - Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Student Achievement Program 

Foundation for California Community Colleges 

 

April Shin, BA 

SAS Program Assistant 

Cerritos College 

 

Arlene Daus-Magbual, EdD 

Assistant Professor 

San Francisco State University* 

 

Arman Liwanag, MEd 

College Advisor 

University of California, Berkeley* 

 

Ashley Flores, MA 

Counselor 

De Anza College* 

 

Ashley Lao 

Student 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Atha E Gundlach 

Program Director 

Catholic Charities 

 

Audrey J Tang 

Student & Peer Mentor, IMPACT AAPI 

De Anza College*  

 

Ayumi Dohr, MA 

Instructor 

San Diego Community College* 

 

Barbara W. Kim, PhD 

Professor and Chair, Department of Asian and Asian American Studies 

California State University, Long Beach* 



 
 

 

Bella Nguyen 

Clinical Research Coordinator 

UCSD Health 

 

Bethany Tasaka, MA 

Associate Professor, Curriculum Chair 

San Bernardino Valley College 

 

Brandon Yanari, MA 

Director of Outreach and Recruitment 

Evergreen Valley College* 

 

Brian Goo, MEd 

Director of Research, Planning, and Institutional Effectiveness 

Chabot College* 

 

Britnie Hopkins, MSW 

Title IX Investigator 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Caressa Nguyen, BA 

Executive Director 

Sacred Lands, Native Hands 

 

Carlos Hagedorn, MA 

Lecturer 

Napa Valley College* 

 

Carmen Patricia Bran Boche 

Student, LAHC-APASS 

Los Angeles Harbor College* 

 

Cecile Bhang, PhD 

Assistant Professor 

Sonoma State University 

 

Char Perlas, PhD 

Superintendent/President 

College of the Siskiyous 

 

Charlie Lieu, MA 

College Technical Analyst 

San Diego Mesa College 



 
 

 

Chloe de los Reyes, MA 

Associate Professor 

Crafton Hills College 

 

Chloe Shepherd 

Student 

California State University, East Bay* 

 

Christina Huynh, MA 

Associate Professor of Mathematics 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Christina Taing, MS 

Counselor 

Berkeley City College* 

 

Crystal Alberto, MA 

Counselor/Faculty 

Southwestern College* 

 

Cynthia Taing, MS 

Counseling Faculty 

Laney College* 

 

David Lee, EdD 

Director, AANAPISI Program 

Laney College* 

 

David San Felipe, MA 

Residence Hall Coordinator 

Soka University 

 

Debra Kawahara, PhD 

Distinguished Professor 

Alliant International University 

 

Demeturie Toso-Lafaele Gogue, MEd, MA 

PhD Candidate 

University of California, Los Angeles 

 

Desiree Dolores, MEd 

Supervisor 

Southwestern College* 



 
 

 

Dhema Mahajan, MS 

 

Diane Wu Chang, MS 

Dean 

Laney College* 

 

Dora Schoenbrun-Fernandez, MA 

Professor 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Dyrell Foster, EdD 

President 

Las Positas College* 

 

Edmari Joy Gutierrez, MEd 

High School Teacher 

University of California, Los Angeles 

 

Edwin Tiongson, MA 

Professor of Communication Studies 

Irvine Valley College* 

 

Eric Banh 

Workforce Development Program Analyst, Career Center 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Eunice Kwon, MCP 

Director, Asian Pacific American Student Development Office 

University of California, Berkeley 

 

Eun Suh Lee 

High School Senior 

John Marshall High School 

 

Fanny Yeung, PhD 

Associate Vice President, Institutional Effectiveness & Research 

California State University, East Bay* 

 

Farm Saelee, MSW 

Mental Health Clinician 

 

 

 



 
 

Finausina Tovo, MA, EdD 

MANA Learning Community Coordinator/Instructor 

College of San Mateo* 

 

Flora Zhao, MA 

VP, Client Partner 

IW Group Inc. 

 

Genesis Lastrella-Quicho, MEd 

Internship/Job Developer 

Southwestern College* 

 

Georgine Vaifale 

Student 

San Diego State University* 

 

Gloria Kim, PhD 

Professor of History 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Grace Aumoeualogo, MS 

Counselor/Coordinator 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Grace A. Chen, PhD 

Psychologist 

Independent Practice 

 

Grace Yoo, PhD 

Professor 

San Francisco State University* 

 

Guadalupe Rodriguez Corona, EdD 

Director, Office of Student Equity Programs and Services 

Southwestern Community College* 

 

Hieu Huynh, MA 

Counselor 

Southwestern Community College* 

 

Hnou Lee, MS 

Advising & Outreach Coordinator, Full Circle Project 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 



 
 

Isaiah Aitolu, BA 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Jacqueline Toy, MS 

Associate Director, Weber Honors College 

San Diego State University* 

 

Jane Ishibashi, MLIS 

Librarian 

Fullerton College* 

 

Janelle Gayac 

Pacific Islander Asian American (PIAA) Program Engagement & Admissions Coordinator 

California State University, East Bay* 

 

Janet Bynum 

Student Services Specialist 

Southwestern College* 

 

Janet Stickmon, MA 

Professor of Ethnic Studies and Humanities 

Napa Valley College* 

 

Janice Holowka 

Advocate 

 

Jasmine Michelle Nguyen, MA 

Research Associate, EdInsights Center 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Jaye Van Kirk, MA, ABD 

Professor of Psychology 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Jean Nguyen, MA 

CS Graduate Advisor 

University of California, Berkeley* 

 

Jeannie Celestial, PhD, MSW 

Licensed Psychologist 

Asian American Psychological Association, Division on Filipinx Americans 

 

 

 



 
 

Jenisha Lal 

Student 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Jennifer Derilo, MFA 

Associate Professor of English 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Jennifer Yang, MSEd 

Program Coordinator, Full Circle Project 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Jenny Banh, PhD 

Associate Professor 

California State University, Fresno* 

 

Jhelen Ramirez, MBA 

Senior Professional Development Technician 

San Diego CommuniTY College District 

 

Joe Mazares 

President 

Council of Philippine American Organizations (COPAO) 

 

JP Pham, BA 

Technology Specialist for Accessibility & Compliance 

Southwestern College* 

 

Judy Luong, MA 

Recruiter 

 

Judy Huynh, MA 

Assistant Director of Admissions 

Stanford University 

 

Judy Patacsil, PsyD 

Faculty Equity Coordinator 

San Diego Miramar College* 

 

Jul Custodio, MPH 

Health Educator 

California State University, East Bay* 

 

 



 
 

Juliana Wong, MEd 

Director of College Opportunity 

AAMPLIFY, Inc 

 

Kare’l Lokeni, MS 

Counselor 

Long Beach City College* 

 

Karen Chow, PhD 

English, Asian American Studies & Women’s Studies Faculty & English Department Chair 

De Anza College* 

 

Kat Olvey, MA 

Assistant Professor 

Santa Monica College 

 

Katelyn Thang, BSPH 

Student 

Irvine Valley College* 

 

Katherine J. Parpana, MA 

Director of Strategic Asian and Pacific Islander Retention Initiative 

University of California, Davis* 

 

Katlin Choi, MA, MEd 

Associate Professor/Work Based Learning Coordinator 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Ken Songco, MPA 

Director of Student Equity and Success 

Mission College* 

 

Kevin A. Gee, EdD 

Associate Professor, School of Education 

University of California, Davis* 

 

Kevin Chen, BS 

Content Production Specialist 

Hawk Ridge Systems 

 

Kim Ngan Pham 

Undergraduate Student 

University of California, Berkeley* 

 



 
 

Kirin Macapugay, MSW, DSW Candidate 

Professor 

San Diego City College* 

 

Koko Nishi, PsyD 

Clinical Psychologist 

San Diego State University* 

 

Kosom Seika Sin, BA 

Success Coach, APIDA Hawks Program 

Cosumnes River College* 

 

Krystle Pale 

Student 

UC Santa Cruz* 

 

Krystle Tonga, MPA 

Director of Student Life and Leadership 

California State University, East Bay* 

 

Kyung Ae Jun, MBA 

Research Planning Analyst 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Lauren Garces, BS 

Special Events Director 

Convoy District 

 

Leah Tsao 

President 

San Diego OCA Asian Pacific American Advocates 

 

Leland Simpliciano 

AANAPISI Director 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Lichan Tan 

Student 

City College of San Francisco* 

 

Lily Auyeung, BFA 

Student 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 



 
 

Linda Akutagawa 

President & CEO 

LEAP (Leadership Education for Asian Pacifics) 

 

Ling Zhou 

Student 

City College of San Francisco* 

 

Liza Marie S. Erpelo, EdD 

Coordinator, Kababayan Learning Community 

Skyline College* 

 

Lusyna Kim Narvaez, MA 

Program Specialist 

Mission College* 

 

Maharaj Desai, PhD 

Outreach Specialist 

San Francisco State University* 

 

Mai Xiong 

Recreation Therapist 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Margaret Rattanachane 

Executive Assistant 

University of California, San Diego* 

 

Maria Tran, MS 

Counselor 

Fullerton College* 

 

Marietess Masulit, MSEd 

Project Manager 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Marilyn Garcia, MA 

Graduate Student 

University of California, Irvine* 

 

Mark, MA 

Associate Director 

Asian Solidarity Collective 

 



 
 

Mark Bounpraseuth-Hao, MS 

Financial Aid Coordinator 

Fullerton College* 

 

Mark Katayama, PhD 

Manager-Workforce Development 

Foundation for California Community Colleges 

 

Mark Sanchez, EdD 

Superintendent/President 

Southwestern College* 

 

Marvin Martinez 

Chancellor 

Rancho Santiago Community College District 

 

Mary Ho, EdD 

Director, Postsecondary Success 

Cañada College* 

 

Mary Ann Wong, MA 

Research Specialist 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Megan Trinh 

PhD Student 

University of California, Los Angeles 

 

Melanie Espinueva, PsyD Candidate 

Tenured Counseling Faculty 

Skyline College* 

 

Melissa Infusino 

Interim Vice President 

Long Beach City College* 

 

Melissa Matavai Alailefaleula Aliu, MS 

Counseling Faculty, Mana 

College of San Mateo* 

 

Melissa-Ann Nievera-Lozano, PhD 

Professor, Ethnic Studies 

Evergreen Valley College* 

 



 
 

Michelle Chang, MS 

Internship Specialist 

California State University, Long Beach 

 

Myrabel Lomahan, MBA 

Executive Assistant 

Southwestern College* 

 

Naomi Querubin Abesamis, EdD 

Director of Student Life and Leadership 

Fullerton College* 

 

Nancy Kim, MA 

Executive Director, Resource Centers 

University of California, Santa Cruz* 

 

Nancy Lee 

Chief of Staff and EVP, International Business Ops 

Disney  

 

Naomi Querubin Abesamis, EdD 

Director of Student Life and Leadership 

Fullerton College* 

 

Nate Nevado, EdD 

Counselor 

Skyline College* 

 

Nathan Quach, BA 

Student 

University of California, San Diego* 

 

Ngoc Ta 

APIA Scholar 

 

Nhat Pham 

Student 

University of California San Diego* 

 

Nicole Kalani Apana, BA 

Medical Student 

University of California, San Francisco 

 

 



 
 

Nicollette Magsambol-Morales, MA 

Ethnic Studies Coordinator 

Napa Valley College* 

 

Nita Tewari, PhD 

Founder/President 

SITARA Psychology Center 

 

Nkauj Iab Yang 

Executive Director 

California Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander American Affairs 

 

Noah Lau Branson, PsyD 

Clinical Psychologist 

Noah Lau Branson, PsyD 

 

Noki Seekao, MA 

Senior Director of Campus Life 

California College of ARt 

 

Paula Hoàng, MA 

Talent Acquisition Specialist 

Qualcomm 

 

Pa Chee Vang 

Student 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Paolo Soriano, MS 

Counselor 

Cosumnes River College* 

 

Patie M. Bartow, MS 

Director 

Southwestern College* 

 

Patricia Gapach 

Student 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Patricia Guevarra, MS 

Counselor/Assistant Professor 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 



 
 

Pearl Ly, EdD 

Dean, Social/Behavioral Sciences & Multicultural Studies 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Pida Kongphouthone, BA 

Chair 

Lao Americans Organization SD 

 

Quyen Pham, AA 

Student 

California State University, Long Beach* 

 

Rabia Khan, MS 

Career Readiness Program Coordinator, Career Center 

Fullerton College* 

 

Rachel Denoncourt 

Administrative Assistant 

California State Polytechnic Institute, Humboldt 

 

Rachelle Ang, LCSW 

Case Manager 

California State University, Long Beach* 

 

Raiida Thompson, MA 

Program Analyst 

Mission College* 

 

Rasanjeet Singh 

Student 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Rau Pasamonte, MA 

Director, AANAPISI 

Cosumnes River College* 

 

Regina Ip, MA 

Digital Strategy Manager 

University of California, Los Angeles 

 

Rene Gutierrez, MS 

AANAPISI Project Director 

California State University, Long Beach* 

 



 
 

Reva Siu-Masset 

Student 

College of Marin 

 

Rikka Venturanza, MEd 

Research Associate 

University of California, Los Angeles 

 

Robert (Bobby) Nakamoto, EdD 

Dean, Social Sciences 

Chabot College* 

 

Robert Teranishi, PhD 

Professor 

University of California, Los Angeles 

 

Robert Tuico Jr, MS  

College Counselor 

Santa Rosa Junior College 

 

Roderick Daus-Magbual, EdD 

Council Member, Professor 

Daly City, Skyline College* 

 

Ron Israel, MA 

Professor 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Rosanna Thai-Unitt, MS 

Therapist Associate 

Kaiser Permanente 

 

Rosie Kar, PhD 

Adjunct Faculty, Ethnic Studies Faculty 

Fullerton College* 

 

Rowena M. Tomaneng, EdD 

President 

San Jose City College* 

 

Reuben Deleon, CPhil, MA, MEd 

Senior Analyst 

University of California, Los Angeles 

 



 
 

Russell Jeung, PhD 

Professor, Asian American Studies 

San Francisco State University* 

 

Ruth Marie L. San Filippo, BS 

Administrative Assistant IV 

San Diego Community College District 

 

Sachi Inoue, PhD 

Director of Adult Outpatient Clinic 

RAMS, Inc. 

 

Salvador Ballano Flor, MS 

Adjunct Counselor 

San Diego City College* 

 

Samone Sayasenh, EdD 

Faculty Counselor 

Southwestern College* 

 

Sandy Phan, AA 

Student 

Las Positas College* 

 

Sean Flores, MLIS 

Faculty, Librarian 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Shalom Jamena 

APIA Scholar Alumni 

 

Shaoqiu (Michelle) Mai, AA 

Student 

City College of San Francisco* 

 

Sharon Quach, MA 

APASS 

Laney College* 

 

Sherry Tennyson, EdD 

Career Consultant 

Napa Valley College* 

 

 



 
 

Simon Kim, PhD 

Associate Vice President for Research and Economic Development 

California State University, Long Beach* 

 

Skyler Barton, MS 

Counselor 

Berkeley City College* 

 

Stephanie Minami 

CARE Coordinator 

Cerritos College 

 

Stephanie Yu, MA 

Clinical Psychology PhD Candidate 

University of California, Los Angeles 

 

Steven Le 

Student 

Stanford University 

 

Sunny Yang, BA 

Nurse 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Supriya Misra, ScD 

Assistant Professor of Public Health 

San Francisco State University* 

 

Susan Cuong, MS 

Counselor 

Berkeley City College* 

 

Sydney Ji, BA 

Cal Student Central Advisor 

University of California, Berkeley* 

 

Tammie Doan, BA 

Scientist 

 

Teresa Dinh, MA 

Associate Director of Student Experiences 

University of California, Berkeley* 

 

 



 
 

 

Terry Park, PhD 

Education and Narrative Change Program Officer 

The Asian American Foundation 

 

Thanh Thao Nguyen, MS 

Math Faculty 

Las Positas College* 

 

Thao Tran, MS 

Counselor 

San Jose City College*  

 

Timothy Fong, PhD 

Professor 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Toaono Vaifale, BA 

Supervisor 

 

Toby Rosen, MA 

Effects Artist 

Dreamworks 

 

Tomoko Ha, MBA 

Principal 

TKO Consulting 

 

Tracy Pascua Dea, PhD 

Program Director 

University of California, Berkeley* 

 

Twinki Mistry, MPA 

Director, Enterprise Technology Solutions 

California State University, East Bay* 

 

Uriel Ornelas, MA 

Faculty 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Valerie Ky, MS 

Counseling Faculty 

Southwestern College* 

 



 
 

 

Varaxy Yi Borromeo, PhD 

Assistant Professor 

California State University, Fresno* 

 

Vera E.W. Hanaoka, PhD 

Assistant Professor of Japanese 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Vicky Tong 

Student 

University of California, Los Angeles 

 

Victoria Oltom, BA 

Photographer 

Self Employed 

 

Virginia Loh-Hagan, EdD 

Director, SDSU APIDA Center 

San Diego State University* 

 

Yanling Deng 

Student 

City College of San Francisco* 

 

Yee Thao, BA 

Alumni and Full Circle Project Alumni 

California State University, Sacramento* 

 

Yoshito Kawahara, PhD 

Professor of Psychology (Emeritus) 

San Diego Mesa College* 

 

Yuki Huang 

Student 

City College of San Francisco* 

 

Yvonne Wu Craig, MA 

Executive Director of Institutional Advancement 

Chabot College* 

 

Zaneta Salde Encarnacion, MPA 

Chief of Staff 

Southwestern College* 



 
 

 

Colorado 

Elisabeth Ostly, MS 

Principal- Sec Risk Management 

Verizon 

 

Julia Wall 

Mechanical Engineering Student 

 

Krystle Canare 

Deputy Director 

National Asian American Pacific Islander Mental Health Association 

 

Patricia Park, BS 

Graduate Student Assistant, Asian American Student Services 

University of Colorado Denver 

 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

Alexis Cabrera-Manglona, MA 

Program Manager II 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Andrew Jason P. Mendiola 

Administrative Assistant III, Nursing Department 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Charlotte Cepeda, MA 

Dean of Student Support Services 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Daisy P. Manglona-Propst, BA 

Director of Financial Aid 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Ejay Aguirre, AA 

Student 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Galvin Deleon Guerrero, EdD 

President 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

 

 



 
 

Johnson Atalig 

Counselor/Adjunct Professor 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Kaelani Demapan, MA 

Director of Project PROA 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Kevin Bautista 

Executive Director to the President 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Kyanna Tenorio, MS 

Program Manager 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Malyssa Q. Castro 

Student Support Counselor, PROA Pathway Partnership 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Maria Aguon, MA 

Executive Director 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Maria Dizon, MPH 

Community Health Fellow 

American Public Health Association 

 

Matthew Pastula, MEd, MLIS 

Library Director 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Roy Alegre, BA 

Career Counselor 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Shevonne Castro, AA 

Student 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Vilma Reyes, MS 

Director, Office of Institutional Effectiveness 

Northern Marianas College* 

 



 
 

Vincent Fajardo 

Vice President, Phi Theta Kappa 

Northern Marianas College* 

 

Connecticut 

Gene Chasin 

President Emeritus 

Community Catalyst Partners 

 

Julia Lin 

Student 

Yale University 

 

Lynna Vo 

Student 

University of Connecticut 

 

Raj Pandya 

Student 

Yale University 

 

Tariq I.Bhatty, BS 

Student Board Member 

Post University 

 

Florida 

Annie Wofford, PhD 

Assistant Professor 

Florida State University 

 

Cathy Chan 

Student 

University of Florida 

 

Jefferson Li 

APIA Scholar 

University of Central Florida 

 

Rajesh Rajendran, MIS 

Senior Engineer Consultant Cloud 

Verizon 

 

 

 



 
 

Shaye Kiyoko Benfield, BA 

Lead Project Management Specialist- Global Project Management 

Verizon 

 

Georgia  

Tammy Dang, BS 

Student 

Emory University 

 

Vatsal Trvedi, BSME 

Software Engineer 

CharterUp 

 

Guam 

Aileen Artero, PMBA 

Senior Student Academic Counseling Specialist 

University of Guam* 

 

Angel Bernabe Velasco 

Student 

Okkodo High School 

 

Anna Lhyn Mallari 

Student 

University of Guam* 

 

Arline Leon Guerrero, MEd 

Interim Associate Dean & Registrar 

University of Guam* 

 

Edina Lee 

APIA Scholar 

University of Guam* 

 

Kathleen A. Moots, PhD 

Interim Associate Dean, College of Natural & Applied Sciences 

University of Guam* 

 

Katrina Perez, MS 

Executive Director 

University of Guam Endowment Foundation 

 

 

 



 
 

Kyle Dahilig, BS 

Communications Director, Guam Youth Climate Strike 

University of Guam* 

 

Lawrence F. Camacho, EdD 

Dean of Enrollment Management and Student Success 

University of Guam* 

 

Mark Duarte, MPA 

Director / Financial Aid Office 

University of Guam* 

 

Mary A.Y. Okada, EdD 

President/CEO 

Guam Community College* 

 

Mary Therese F. Cruz 

Interim Associate Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences 

University of Guam* 

 

McEllie Garcia 

Student 

University of Guam* 

 

Rowena T. Andrade 

Director, TRIO-Upward Bound 

University of Guam* 

 

Sallie Sablan, MA 

Senior Academic Advising Specialist with ADA Specialization 

University of Guam* 

 

Sharleen Santos-Bamba, PhD 

Interim Vice Provost 

University of Guam* 

 

Thomas W. Krise, PhD 

President 

University of Guam* 

 

Tyra H Delos Reyes 

Student 

University of Guam* 

 



 
 

Venus Ituralde, MSCP 

Student Behavioral Counseling Supervisor 

University of Guam* 

 

Hawaiʻi 

Ardis Eschenber, PhD 

Chancellor 

Windward Community College* 

 

Barbara Bostwick, MA 

Retired 

University of Hawai’i at Hilo* 

 

Brandon Marc Higa, JD 

Director of Resource Development / Title III Project Director 

Kapi‘olani Community College* 

 

Cajun Pedro, AA 

Student 

University of Hawai’i at Hilo* 

 

Carrie B. Mospens, MA 

Interim Dean 

Hawaiʻi Community College* 

 

Charles Sasaki 

Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
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